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Letter from the Chair:

Growing Together for the Birds
Friends,

Looking back on the past year, I am amazed at the progress that Atlanta Audubon has made as an 
organization and the work we have done to fulfill our mission of building places where birds and people 
thrive. Sprawling growth across the metro Atlanta region and the ongoing loss of tree canopy is a call to 
action for us to conserve existing quality bird habitat, create new habitat, and educate the next generation 
of environmental stewards,  not only for the birds, but also for our own health and well-being. We all need 
outdoor spaces!

Thanks to generous support from our members, friends, and partners in 2018, we extended our reach into 
communities throughout the metro area, delivering quality conservation and education efforts—all through 
the lens of birds. We advanced STEM learning opportunities for students, conducted bird-friendly restoration 
of local greenspaces, monitored and reduced bird/building collisions, and created quality bird habitat through 
our Wildlife Sanctuary Program. We engaged the public by creating demonstration native plant gardens in 
places like Atlanta’s Piedmont Park, installing Georgia’s first Chimney Swift tower, and offering more than 100 
free field trips around metro Atlanta. We increased our visibility by educating the public through workshops, 
programs, and events like Atlanta Bird Fest and Georgia Grows Native for Birds Month.

Atlanta Audubon also expanded our network to help us achieve our goals. We could not 
have come this far without you! As we move into the next decade, we hope that you will not 
only continue your support of Atlanta Audubon, but also invite your friends, colleagues, and 
partners to join us in this challenging work of making Atlanta a bird-friendly community.  
Our future—and that of our feathered friends—depends on it!

Esther Stokes
Chair, Board of Directors, 2018-2019

Angelou Ezeilo 
Greening Youth Foundation
Shannon Fair 
TransUnion
Jairo Garcia 
Georgia Institute of Technology
Robin Lanier 
Georgia Power
Melinda Langston 
Retired, City of Atlanta
Evonne Bythers Lapsey 
DeKalb County Recreation,  
Parks, and Cultural Affairs
Ellen Macht 
Food Well Alliance
David Schaefer 
Georgia Budget & Policy Institute
Michael Wall 
Georgia Organics
Amanda Woomer 
Habitat for Humanity International

Robert Cooper  
University of Georgia
Stacia Hendricks  
Little St. Simons Island
John Pruitt  
Retired Anchor, WSB-TV

Melanie Furr  
Director of Education
Michelle Hamner  
Director of Development
Dottie Head  
Director of Membership  
& Communications
Ryan Schultz  
Education Program Coordinator
Jason Ward  
Community Relations & Outreach 
Coordinator (National Audubon)

2



Conservation
HIGHLIGHTING GEORGIA’S THREATENED BIRDS 
Beginning in 2015, Atlanta Audubon began highlighting bird species of concern to provide 
real conservation solutions for habitat- and climate-threatened species, and to engage 
and educate the public about the threats to birds. At the end of 2018, we selected our 
newest conservation priority species to guide our species-specific work in 2019 and 2020. 
Chimney Swifts in North America have experienced dramatic population declines due to 
loss of nesting and roosting habitat as people remove dead, hollow trees and cap their 
chimneys. Over the next two years, our work will provide new nesting and roosting habitat 
in the form of Chimney Swift towers around metro Atlanta, improve native habitat that 
insects, the swifts’ main food source, rely on, and engage the public with easy actions they 
can take to protect these birds.

PROTECTING BIRDS IN OUR BUILT ENVIRONMENT 
Bird-building collisions kill an estimated 365 million to 1 billion 
birds in the U.S. each year. Atlanta Audubon leads the region in 
promoting bird-friendly practices in our built environment—from 
high-rise buildings in downtown Atlanta to residential homes. 

• Thanks to funding from the Georgia Ornithological Society, 
we retrofitted 696 feet of glass door and window surfaces 
of the Melvin L. Newman Wetlands Center with CollidEscape 
film. The custom-designed film depicts native species of 
flora and fauna found around the Center and educates and 
engages visitors.

• Volunteers with Project Safe Flight Atlanta patrol 
predetermined routes during peak migration periods 
searching for birds that have collided with buildings. Since 
2015, 100 species and more than 1,300 individual birds have 
been collected.

• Support of safe migratory paths for birds increases 
through Atlanta Audubon’s Lights Out Atlanta pledge 
to turn off unnecessary nocturnal lighting during peak 
migration periods. By 2018 year-end, 230 individuals and 14 
commercial buildings had signed on as Lights Out Atlanta 
partners, including: Southface Institute, Cox Enterprises, the 
City of Atlanta, Midtown International School, Parmenter 
Realty, Highwoods Properties, and the Center for Human  
and Civil Rights.

HABITAT RESTORATION FUND LAUNCHED BY  
ATLANTA AUDUBON
The Habitat Restoration Fund, established in 2018 by a 
generous gift honoring Doug Downing, aims to increase quality 
habitat for birds while expanding community partnerships and 
educational outreach. The Fund invites community groups, 
friends groups, municipalities, and other property managers to 
apply for consulting and services to restore critical habitat.  
Two metro area park recipients of the 2018 Habitat Restoration 
Fund awards were:

• Henderson Park in Tucker will use its grant to implement 
bird-friendly habitat improvements to its Native Plant 
and Wildlife Walk. The project goal is to restore a natural 
Georgia Piedmont habitat to provide sanctuary for birds 
and other wildlife and offer educational opportunities 
for the community, including bird walks and seminars for 
adults and youth.

• Candler Park in Atlanta will use services from the grant to 
support its work to restore a bird-friendly wetland habitat 
along the riparian corridor in the park with a focus on the 
removal of invasive plants.

ATLANTA AUDUBON SOCIETY
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“The Atlanta Audubon Urban 
Ecologists Program inspired me to 
do even more to get involved and 
put myself out there. I applied for the 
Yellowstone Youth Conservation Corps 
and have been selected to participate 
this summer! I am so excited to spend a 
month working and learning in Yellowstone 
this summer. I am grateful to have had many 
opportunities already and as I get closer to 
college I am looking into career paths that 
would allow me to have a positive impact on 
the environment.

In addition to the Urban Ecologists Program, 
I have been part of the Georgia Aquarium 
Beginner Environmental Leadership Program, 
the Zoo Atlanta Volunteen Program, and 21st 
Century Leaders Envirocare.

The Atlanta Audubon Urban Ecologists 
Program puts a lot of effort in to helping 
to get youth involved and I appreciate 
their work!”

Education
TODAY’S YOUTH ARE TOMORROW’S POLICY EXPERTS,  
DECISION MAKERS, AND COMMUNITY ADVOCATES
We use our bird-focused education programs to bring STEM concepts to life 
and to prepare students to become stewards of our shared environment.

Our comprehensive elementary school program, Connecting Students 
with STEM through Birds, added two new partner schools in 2018 — Main 
Street Academy and Usher-Collier Elementary School. Both are federally 
designated Title I schools and receive resources including a classroom set of 
binoculars, bird and nature-themed books for the school library, programming 

by Atlanta Audubon, and the installation of a bird-friendly 
outdoor learning area featuring native plants to extend the 
learning outside of the traditional classroom.

The Atlanta Urban Ecologists program for youth in 
grades 8 through 12 guides students in discovering the 
fascinating, rich ecology of metro Atlanta, providing 
opportunities for hands-on field experiences, 
conservation, and community science.

— Sage S., 12th grade
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GEORGIA GROWS NATIVE FOR BIRDS MONTH 
September 2018 marked the inaugural Georgia Grows  
Native for Birds Month in Georgia with an official proclamation 
signed by Governor Nathan Deal. Several events were held  
to highlight the inexorable connection between birds and 
native plants.

• The annual Wildlife Sanctuary Tour highlighted 
properties in Decatur/DeKalb. Nearly 250 people 
attended this event to visit Atlanta Audubon Certified 
Wildlife Sanctuaries and learn how to landscape their 
properties for birds.

• Atlanta Audubon and the Piedmont Park Conservancy 
officially dedicated the Exhibitat at Piedmont Park, 
a bird-friendly habitat complete with Georgia’s first 
Chimney Swift tower. A Chalk Art Festival featuring local 
artists was held on the sidewalks in front of the Exhibitat 
as part of the opening celebration.

EQUITY, DIVERSITY, AND INCLUSION 
Atlanta Audubon strives to mimic the diversity of nature and 
of our community in our work. Atlanta Audubon is instituting 
practices that integrate diversity, equity, and inclusion into our 
mission and work and to strategically grow partnerships to 
expand our audiences. 

• Audubon in Action Grant 
 In 2018 Atlanta Audubon received an Audubon in Action 
Grant from National Audubon to install a Plants for Birds 
demonstration garden in Historic Washington Park, the 
first recreational green space for African-Americans in 
Atlanta that was dedicated in 1919. Through this and other 
efforts, Atlanta Audubon is introducing an appreciation of 
birds and educating new audiences about the importance 
of native plants for birds and other wildlife. 

• Greening Youth Intern 
Atlanta Audubon established an annual internship 
for a young adult recruited in partnership with the 
Greening Youth Foundation, whose mission is to work 
with underserved and underrepresented youth to 
develop enthusiastic and responsible environmental 
stewards. The intern is currently working with the Wildlife 
Sanctuary Program and is helping expand our reach into 
underserved communities.

Community Engagement

ATLANTA AUDUBON SOCIETY

NATIVE PLANTS 
BY THE END OF 2020

Through our own habitat restoration work and with our partners:

Chattahoochee Nature Center 
Georgia Native Plant Society 
Beech Hollow Wildflower Farms

10,000
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$10,000+
The Estate of Lois A. Anleitner
Les* and Harriet Cane
Disney Conservation Fund
The Lamb Foundation
Beverly B. Long Estate
Jim and Sally Morgens / Morgens West 
Foundation
National Audubon Society
Patagonia

$5,000–$9,999
Alice Huffard Richards Charitable Fund
Marianne Halle
H. Mikell Jones and Jane P. Harmon
Jack Meadows
Joe Owens Giving Fund
Wells Fargo Foundation

$2,500–$4,999
Gina* and John Charles
Community Foundation for  
Greater Atlanta
Cox Enterprises, Inc.
Linda DiSantis* and Bob Kerr
EarthShare of Georgia
Georgia-Pacific
Charles* and Susan* Loeb
Shannon Fair*
Esther* and Jim Stokes
Dr. Carl Tyler*
Sarah Vassy

$1,000–$2,499
Benevity Causes
Walter* and Shaun Bland
Carol Burgess
Cherokee Garden Club
Colonial Pipeline Company
Charles and Janice Edwards
Leslie Edwards* and Jay Pakchar
Jack* and Martha* Fasse
Melanie* and Mark Furr
Kelly Hopkins
Mary Kimberly* and Gavin MacDonald*
Marcia Klenbort*
Dennis and Jet Lacoss
Melinda Langston*
Ellen Macht
Susan Maclin
Kevin McCauley
NewFields
Mel Schulze
Southwire

$500–$999
James and Janie Bogan
Max* and Carolyn Brown
Patricia C. Davis* and Curtis A. Johnson
Steven* and Jacqueline Dupont
Alison Drummond
Marie Gaffney
Frank and Rhonda Garson
Donna Bryans Gensler / Bryans Family 
Foundation
Nancy Hamilton*
Phyllis Hawkins* and Mark Seaman*
Pamela Isdell / Isdell Family Foundation
Mark and Suzanne Jernigan
Judy Lampert
Bill and Condit Lotz
Anne* and Jim McCallum
Robert McDonough and Cydnee Dubrof
Ellen Miller*
Sandy* and Simon* Miller
Network for Good
Steve* and Robyn* Newman
Polly and Larry Nodine
Katharine O’Hare
Tom Painter* and Carla Roncoli
Steve Phenicie and Lisa Slotznick
Rusty Pritchard
Stephen Ramsden*
Jack and Ashley Reed
Robert Reichelt
Judy Renault*
Stephen Shea
Markham Smith
Larry Stephens*
Alan Stevens
The Wildflower Bunch Garden Club
Wayne and Jeanne Webers
Jacqueline Werner
Helen Winter

$250–$499
Laura Adams
Mary Claire and Gavin Allvine
Daniel Ballard / Convivial Gardens
Patricia Barmeyer
Diane Barnsley
Sandi and Michael Belmonte
Mark and Crystal Berry
Tom Blaisdell*
Peter Blakeney
Susan and Bill Brogdon
Barbara Brown and Arthur English
Jason Brownell
Michele Buchanan*

Judy Candler* and Bud Gleason
Maureen Carroll and Eric Davis
Joy Carter* and Ken Boff*
James Coley
Jim and Ann Curry
Jay Davis* and Laura Hardy
Terri Davis
Dian and Mike Deimler
Stephen Devereaux
Annie Dimon
Ginger Dornburg*
William and Brenda Dreyer
Angelou and James Ezeilo
Cynthia Fleck and Daniel Zdonczgk
Barbara and Gus Giebelhaus
Gary Glover and Greg Duncan
Pam Helms
Elizabeth and Bill Higginbotham
Tracy Hoskins
Art and Lisa Hurt
Phoebe Janflone
Robert* and Brenda Johnson
Nancy Jones
Andrew Thomas Jones
Valerie Kelleher
James Kilberg
Dee and Gerald Kline
David and Muriel Knope
Mary Neale Lynch
Katie Marbut
Mary Lou McCloskey*
Mary McEneaney
Nancy-Clair and Steve McInaney
Kathleen McKay / Wild Birds  
Unlimited Woodstock
Sandy Murray* and Michael Clifford*
Thomas and Rachelle Nall
Caroline Pendergrast and Dennis 
Creech
Adonis and Kakia Prasad
Debbie Rankin
David Schaefer
Drs. Jane Seward* and R.J. Berry
Arnold Silverman
Jeffrey and Dr. Pamela Simyon
Rich and Heather Singiser
Perry Smith
J.C. Thomason
Anne Topple
Tucker Butterfly Garden
Michael Weaver*
Cindy Weber
Megan Wyatt*

Under $250
1,138 individual donors

2018 Atlanta Audubon Supporters
The board and staff of Atlanta Audubon extend their appreciation to the 
following members and friends who made significant financial gifts in 2018.

*Atlanta Audubon Master Birder

Every attempt has been made to include all donors in each category and to correctly identify them. If you believe 
there has been an error, please contact Michelle Hamner at michelle@atlantaaudubon.org to correct our records.
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Focus on Financials (2018)

Contributions & Grants 

Programs & Events

Program Services

Fundraising

Management & General Operations

Membership

Other

$661,887Expenditures

Revenue $761,677

$572,049

$105,790

$74,653

$9,185 (1%)

$65,988

$83,641

$512,258

14%

13%

10%

77%

10%

75%

Project Safe
Flight Atlanta

9%

Bird Monitoring
& Research

8%

Community Outreach &
Workshops

39 %

Habitat & Sanctuary 
Programs

24%

Youth & Educator
Programs

20%

How Program Dollars Benefit 
Bird-Friendly Communities

ATLANTA AUDUBON SOCIETY
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