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ATLANTA AUDUBON SOCIETY WELCOMES THREE NEW BOARD MEMBERS/ 

ADDS ADVISORS 

 

(Atlanta, Ga,) December 11, 2018 - Atlanta Audubon elected three new members to the Board of 

Directors at their annual meeting on Sunday, December 9 at Manuel’s Tavern. Leslie Edwards, Evonne 

Blythers Lapsey, and Ellen Macht were elected for three-year terms, beginning January 1, 2019. 

 

In addition to new board members, Atlanta Audubon welcomed a group of Advisors committed to the 

mission of the organization who bring unique skill sets, perspectives, and demonstrable leadership, 

knowledge, or interest in the fields of conservation and ornithology. Advisors include: Marcia Bansley, 

founder of Trees Atlanta; Giff Beaton, author of Birding Georgia; Mark Berry, Vice President of 

Environmental and Natural Resources at Georgia Power; Raphael Bostic, President and CEO of the 

Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta; Dr. Robert Cooper, Professor of Wildlife Biology at the University of 

Georgia’s Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources; Stacia Hendricks, Naturalist Manager at 

Little St. Simons Island; and John Pruitt, Retired Anchor, WSB TV.  

 

“We are excited to welcome Leslie, Evonne, and Ellen to the Atlanta Audubon Board of Directors and to 

add this new group of Advisors to our organization,” says Esther Stokes, board chair. “These individuals 

bring a wealth of talents and experiences to the Board that will help Atlanta Audubon fulfill its mission of 

building places where birds and people thrive.” 

 

Dr. Leslie Edwards holds a PhD in geography from the University of Georgia and has retired after 

serving on the faculty of the Department of Geosciences at Georgia State University. She is the lead 

author of The Natural Communities of Georgia and wrote “The Land, Climate, and Vegetation” portion 

of The Georgia Breeding Bird Atlas, both published by the University of Georgia Press.  Leslie has served 

on the boards of several conservation-related organizations, and is currently active in Atlanta Audubon’s 

wildlife sanctuary certification program.   

 

Evonne Blythers Lapsey is currently a Park Ranger/Naturalist with DeKalb County Recreation, Parks & 

Cultural Affairs and the Director and founder of the Edge of Night Camping Club (ENCC). Formerly, she 

was an Environmental Education Coordinator for the West Atlanta Watershed Alliance (WAWA). Evonne 



has been a passionate Girl Scout leader for nearly 20 years, and a very strong advocate in getting 

families outdoors. Her latest accomplishment, visiting all 65 Georgia State Parks and Historic Sites. 

Evonne is an enthusiastic participant in Atlanta Audubon’s Taking Wing teacher professional 

development.  

 

Ellen Macht is one of the founders of Food Well Alliance that exists to unite the local food movement to 

build a healthier local food system together. She has more than 30 years of experience in corporate and 

investment banking, mergers and acquisitions, nonprofit management and as a nonprofit board member. 

Currently, Ellen is the immediate past chair of Georgia Organics and board member and Treasurer of the 

Atlanta Wealth Building Initiative. 

 

Additional Atlanta Audubon board members include Craig Bell, Charles Bowen, Gina Charles, Linda 

DiSantis, Roarke Donnelly, Angelou Ezeilo, Shannon Fair, Jairo Garcia, Melinda Langston, Charles Loeb, 

Ellen Miller, Rusty Pritchard, David Scaefer, Esther Stokes, Bowen, Gina Charles, Ellen Miller, Charles 

Loeb, Rusty Pritchard, Michael Wall, and Amanda Woomer. 

 

For more information on Atlanta Audubon Society, visit www.AtlantaAudubon.org.   

 

Media Note: Photos to accompany this article and a MS Word version of this press release are available 

for download at https://www.dropbox.com/sh/y3l9s32oktcs94e/AADL4n1VHbxzzwGhN455VJ-fa?dl=0.  

 

Atlanta Audubon Society is building places where birds and people thrive. We create bird-friendly 

communities through conservation, education, and advocacy. 
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