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GEORGIA AUDUBON AND SOUTHERN CONSERVATION TRUST NAMED AMONG GEORGIA’S 

CLEAN 13 FOR WORK AT SAMS LAKE BIRD SANCTUARY 

 

(Atlanta, Ga.) October 21, 2021 – On Tuesday, the Georgia Water Coalition released its Clean 13 report 

for 2021 highlighting individuals, businesses, industries, non-profit organizations, and governmental 

agencies whose extraordinary efforts have led to cleaner rivers, stronger communities and a more 

sustainable future for Georgians. Georgia Audubon and Southern Conservation Trust were recognized for 

a joint project at Sams Lake Bird Sanctuary, in Fayette County. 

 

Georgia Audubon removed aquatic invasive plant species, including parrot feather, fanwort, and hydrilla, 

that choke waterways and block oxygen and sunlight from entering the water. This, in turn, reduces native 

plant diversity and negatively affects foraging opportunities for aquatic insects, birds, and other wetland-

dependent wildlife species. Georgia Audubon also removed invasive terrestrial plants, including privet, 

Bradford pear, and non-native honeysuckle and constructed a 12-foot Chimney Swift Tower to provide 

nesting and roosting habitat for these birds. The restoration work was funded through a grant from the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  

 
“While Georgia Audubon’s primary focus is saving birds, it should come as no surprise that the 

organization, along with its partner, the Southern Conservation Trust (SCT), are being recognized for 

saving bugs. Birds, after all, depend on bugs. More accurately, Georgia Audubon is removing invasive 

plant species and planting native species at SCT’s Sams Lake Bird Sanctuary in Fayette County with 

the intent, among other things, of creating habitat for more insects,” the report states. “The project 

is a reminder of the interconnectedness and fragility of the natural order. Invasive plant species—both 

terrestrial and aquatic—impact habitat for the insects that form the base of the food chain on which birds 

and other wildlife depend. When completed, the restoration project will improve prospects for year-round 

feathered residents of Sams Lake as well as the millions of birds that migrate over Georgia each spring 

and fall.” 
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Sams Lake Bird Sanctuary, is a 57.6-acre property located in Fayette County Georgia and managed by 

the Southern Conservation Trust. The property was donated to Southern Conservation Trust in 1995 by 

Ferrol Sams, author of the Run with the Horseman series of books. In 2008, when the City of Atlanta built 

a fifth runway at Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport, impacting some 14 acres of wetlands along the 

Flint River, the city was required by federal law to restore wetlands elsewhere. Sams Lake was the 

chosen mitigation site at which the city spent $5 million to convert a former man-made reservoir into an 

extensive wetland area. Today, the natural wetlands help mitigate the impacts of development in the 

upper Flint River watershed by storing water and slowly delivering it to Perry Creek and then on to 

Whitewater Creek which flows to Line Creek and the Flint River.  

Sams Lake Bird Sanctuary features a trail around the wetlands with two observation platforms 

overlooking the water and wetland habitat. Small islands provide nesting and roosting habitat for nesting 

waterfowl species, and the area is used as important foraging and stopover habitat for a number of 

migratory birds. The area is also a certified Georgia Audubon Wildlife Sanctuary.  

For more information on other Clean 13 recipients, visit https://www.gawater.org/clean-13.  

 

About Georgia Audubon: Georgia Audubon is building places where birds and people thrive by creating 

bird-friendly communities through conservation, education, and community engagement. 

 

About the Southern Conservation Trust: The Southern Conservation Trust elevates nature through 

exceptional stewardship through over 70,000 acres of conserved land throughout Georgia and eleven 

states, as well as eight public nature areas in Fayette County, Georgia and the Fayette Environmental 

Education Center in Downtown Fayetteville, Georgia.  

 

About the Georgia Water Coalition: The Georgia Water Coalition is a consortium of more than 285 

conservation and environmental organizations, hunting and fishing groups, businesses, and faith-based 

organizations that have been working to protect Georgia’s water since 2002. Collectively, these 

organizations represent thousands of Georgians. 
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